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VOL. 29 SEPTEMBER 4, 1914 No. 36 

PLAGUE IN THE UNITED STATES. 

Subsequent to the information contained in last week's issue, 
2 cases of plague in man and 14 in rodents have been notified in New 
Orleans. 

Detailed statements of the plague-eradicative measures being 
carried out under the direction of the Federal Public Health Service 
at the three existing plague foci, namely, California, New Orleans, 
and Seattle, will be found on pages 2312-2316. 



THE MAKING OF HEALTH OFFICERS. 

THE POSSIBILITY OF STATE DEPARTMENTS OF HEALTH IMPROVING THE EFFICIENCY 
OF LOCAL HEALTH OFFICERS BY MEANS OF CORRESPONDENCE COURSES IN HEALTH 
ADMINISTRATION AND ALLIED SUBJECTS. 

By John W. Trask, Assistant Surgeon General, United States Public Health Service. 

In the United States at the present; time one of the greatest handi- 
caps to rational and effective health administration is the lack of 
knowledge of public-health work and of the control of disease on the 
part of many local health officials, and especially those of small 
cities, villages, and rural communities. This lack of knowledge is 
in most instances not due to unusual ignorance but rather to the fact 
that there are exceedingly few men with requisite training from among 
whom the thousands of local health officers can be appointed. 

It would seem practicable, howCver, for the State health depart- 
ment, through a correspondence course, to give a very serviceable 
and quite satisfactory course of instruction to its local health officers. 
It would be possible in this way to use in villages and townships men 
who had had no medical training but who, after a year's correspond- 
ence course, would perform the duties of township or village health 
officer in a way superior to previous incumbents. Such a corre- 
spondence course might be arranged by the State health department 
sending out each week to the local health officers of the State a printed 
or multigraphed lesson on some single point in the control of disease. 
Such a lesson should not be so long that it would tax the patience or 
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